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L ock the Doors!”
Don’t Let Those Christians Leave

For every one soul that is converted to Christ, there are at least two who
walk away from Christ and His church. We must put Christ and the
church together. Some are under the impression that they can be unfaith-
ful to the church, but still be faithful to Christ. However, it just doesn't
work that way.

Why is it that so many leave Christ and His church? Some say, “I don't
like being in crowds.” Others say, “So and so said something that really
hurt my feelings.” Still, there are some who say, “There are just too many
hypocrites in the church.”

Consider with me just three things by way of this study.

Some Lack Trugonviction

In the parable of the soils (Lk. 8), we read about four types of soils—
good, way side, thorny, and rocky. | only want to mention two of these—
the rocky and the thorny. The rocky soil is the one that receives the seed,
it penetrates the soil, but because of the rocks beneath the soil, it soon
loses root. With the thorny soil, the word is received, but when the plant
that the seed produces grows, the thorns choke the life out of it.

Some Christians are like rocky soil. They receive the word, but when
temptations, trials, or persecution come along, they just quit and walk
away. Some new Christians face a great deal of ridicule from friends and
family, and if they are not strong, and do not have a strong support sys-
tem within the church, they will often walk out the back door and never
return.

Other Christians are like the thorny soil. Just when they really start to
grow, they are bombarded with the things of life—some of which are very
legitimate. Sometimes it's a profession. For others it's pleasure (by the
way, God is not anti-pleasure). Others are overwhelmed with riches.
Many get wrapped up with recreational pursuits and hobbies. None of
these things are inherently wrong, but allowing them to take number one
priority in our lives hurts God, and will eventually cause us to walk out the
back door.

Some, Because of Loss, Have BedGaiused

Good brethren will sometimes become unfaithful because they suffer
loss—enduring great trial within their own lives or in the lives of someone
they love.

Sometimes that loss is a spouse. Some have left the church because of
the loss of a child—due to illness, war, or some other tragedy. Others
have left Christ and His church because they have lost their job. Still yet,
there are folks who leave the church because of family crisis—death,
divorce, sickness, a move, efc...

For some, the loss is more than they feel they can bear. | say “feel” be-
cause God will never give us more than we can bear. There is not one
trial that we experience where God does not give us a way of escape (1
Cor. 10:13).

Suggestions To Help Us S@ymmitted
The Lord is losing a lot of people each year. Yes, many are walking out
the back door, never to return. So, what can we do to “lock the door” and
keep people from leaving? Here are six suggestions I've been studying
that would be helpful for all of us to consider:

1. Clarify doctrinal questievs Christians are just that—new. They
still have a lot of questions. Let’s patiently and lovingly work with our
new brethren and build them up in the faith.

2. Have high expectations of one afighieisomething that elders
really need to keep in mind. Expect great things from the flock, and
hold them to it. When members become negligent, remind them that
their dereliction of duty has a negative impact on the entire church.

3. Have a new converts .dNessChristians are generally very zeal-
ous and need direction. Let's not kill their enthusiasm by not showing
them where to begin.

4. Get people involved in mifNstverybody has the same ability.
Some are great personal workers, but terrible song leaders. Others
are great song leaders, but can’t preach from the pulpit. That's okay.
We don't all have the same talents, but we all have talents!

5. Have an affective Bible School pridgnamill say, “I'm a faithful
Christian today because of my Sunday School teacher.” Let's create
an atmosphere that will lend itself to encouraging the young and old
to become Christians, and to grow as Christians.

6. Instill within people the attitude that says, “I want to be llike Je

mean this reverently when | say, we need to see “little Christ's” run-
ning around our community. Elders, preachers, Bible Class teachers,
Godly parents and concerned Christians, should create in us the
desire to be just like Jesus (Phil. 2:5). —Neil Richey



The Sick and in Need of
Prayers:

Earl Bryant suffered a mild heart attack on Sunday
and was admitted to Kennestone Hospital. A cath-
erization was done on Monday revealing 2 block-
ages. A stint was inserted 'in the artery most
blocked and another will be done_after Thanksgiv-
mg. He hoped to return home on Tuesday.
Judy Parker__had a procedure done at Kennestone
Hospital on Tuesday, Nov. 17. Please pray for her.
Connie Reed (Doug Reed, Jr.’s wife) had an aller-
glc reaction last week and had to be hospitalized.
he is doing better now.
Doug Reed, Sr.’s brother (Edward Reed ) fell and
broke his hip. Surgery was performed which was
risky because of his heart condition but he came
through OK. Doug and Robbie were out of town
last weekend to visit him. _
Also, Robbie Reed’s mother (Margarite Stegall ) fell
recently and broke her hip. Sheis 87 and not do-
ing well. Please remember the Reed family during
this difficult time. C
Carolyn Jenkins’ mother (Agnes Brown ) is in the
hospital in Rossville, GA re(_:overln% from pneumo-
nl_?hahnd congestive heart failure. arolyn is there
with her.
Tiffany Hicks is scheduled to have her wisdom
teeth removed on Friday, November 20th.
Skip Slatton has completed his current treatment
and is regaining his strength, Kim is now undergo-
ing the first of 2 sets of treatments.
Sammie Hathcock ’s surgery went well last week
and she continues to recover at home. o
Darlene Livsey , Anna Golden’s aunt, remains in
éI'CU) in Colorado. Please keep her in prayer.
lizabeth Grimes (Andrea Lowe’s mother) had
ood results from her tests last week. Andrea
anks everyone for their prayers. )
Julie Jones” (daughter or Jerry and Rose Hall) is
experiencing complications with her pregnancy and
has been confined to bed. Please remember her in
_}/Qur prayers. o
risha Blocker requests prayers as her family is
oing throu?h a difficult time.” She especially asks
or prayers for Tyrik, Jr.

Anerol " Reese re%uests prayers for her former
grandson-ln-law, oe Morrissey , who had gall
ladder surgery on Nov. 6th and hasn’t been able
to see or hear since. He is in ICU at Kennestone.
Dorothy Barfield  fell recently and injured her hip

and is experiencing a lot of pain.

Continue To Pray for:
The Richey Family (especially Rebekah), Sam-
mie Hathcock, Brannon Prater, Kennedy Wil-
liams, Phyllis Richmond, Ina Mae Hudson, Paul
Dangar, Sarah Dangar, Connie Hoelscher, Billy
Biggers, Louise Graves, Annette Linton and her
son, _ChrlstoPher, Polly Tunstall, Gertha Small
(Mattie Small's stepmother), Kelly Tadeo and her
twin sister, Kath (ca_ncer& Bob Jenkins’ sisters
Eileen in CA & Arleen in AK), Marlin Connelly,
inny Wheeler, Ruby Gillam , Melissa Ward’s
grandmother _Tim Feltner's parents (Linda and
ames) and his grandfather (Graham).

Shut Ins:
Dorothy Barfield, Opal Sewell, Mickey Vines

In the Military:
Jamie Robison and Shawn Crownover.

Additional prayer request: Annette Linton asks
for continued prayers as she deals with job related
issues.

CHRISTIAN COUNSELING

The COMPASS group is offered an
Fridays at 11:00. Christian counseling
Is also available.

Interested parties may call 770-993-
9700 to schedule an appointment
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1"% Please note: We are still working on reor- ;
f ganizing the Pantry and will present new A
“"’“ plans soon. If you would like to decorate one i
‘“‘"’ of the bags, they are available at the Wel- |
f“o come Center. |
} Questions??? See Sim Christie |
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RESPONSE: On the Move:
Zack Godfrey came

forward at the invitation Josie Hunton told us that
on Sunday requesting last Sunday was her final
our prayers in his behalf day to worship with us.

as he fights against out- She is moving to 1970

side influences. He also Euharlee Rd., Kingston,
asks us to pray that he GA 3(|)_|1 45 tr(]) live W|thbher
be a stronger Christian. son. rier phone numoer
Plezseionornero | |1, VR e
quests during your per- .

sonal prayers this week. her well in her new home.

PICTURES FOR DIRECTORY!

On December 20th, after the
morning worship service, Tri and
Susie Quan will take pictures of
our recent members in the library.
If you have not had your picture
taken by Tri and Susie—even
though you may have been here for a while — this
session is open to you as well. We would love to
have everyone’s picture in our directory so we can get
to know everyone better. Also, do an update if you
have a new addition to your family.
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PLEASE NOTE: So that we can keep
our information current-going forward-we
will leave names on the “Continue to Pray
for” list for 2 weeks and then remove if we
have not received an update.




x PEW PACKERS— meet every Sunday at 5:00 pm before our

worship service. This is for ages birth through 3rd grade.

x SATURDAY, DEC. 5TH — ANNUAL BREAKFAST WITH
c?A'EN-IrAI t:egmnlng at 8:00 am in the fellowship hall. Morg
etails later.

For any questions about these events, please see a mer
the Youth Committee.

il

THANKSGIVING PROGRAM

In Search of the Lord's Way
WATC-TV-CHANNEL 57 — 7:30 A.M.
Sun- day,
November 22

“BE THANKFUL"

Everyone is encouraged to watch the program. There are
many things which are important to our nation and to its relatiot
ship with God.

It is vital our nation, and especially our children, know wh
the Congress and the early presidents understood about the
tionship between God and our prosperity. We cannot separate
from the other. We need to humble ourselves before God and
His face, if we hope to remain in His favor (2 Chron. 7:14).

http://philanswers.blogspot.com/

UPCOMING EVENTS

x SUNDAY, NOVEMBER 29TH —FIFTH
SUNDAY VISITATION FOR ALL
GROUPS in the fellowship hall after PM
worship. Please bring finger foods.

x SATURDAY, DECEMBER 5TH — AN-
NUAL HOLIDAY PARTY in the fellow-

%hip hall beginning at 6:00 pm. More details
€r Ofater.

x December 6th, L.I.LF.E. Group #1 Lunch
eon in the fellowship hall after AM wor-
ship. Menu is: Soup, Salad and Sand-
wiches

x Sunday, Dec. 6th — Winter Quarter Bible
School classes begin.

x EDP Meeting, Dec. 13th at 3:30 pm.

AREA EVENT
Macland Road church of Christ is spear-

heading a “Dorcas Day” on Saturday, No-
vember 21 from 7:00 am—noon. For more

PLEASE NOTE: Thanksgiving week — our Bi-
ble Study will be held on Tuesday at 7:15 P.M. No

Wednesday night service that week. ALL classes
will meet in the auditorium

Sympathy: We express our heartfelt sympathy
to Kim Slatton at the death of her aunt on Monday
from cancer. Remember Kim with prayers and
cards.

THANK YOU NOTES:
Dear Friends,

Thank you so much for remembering my dad, J.B.
Stevenson, in your prayers during his recent illness. He is
doing better and is back at his home in Fayetteville, Tennes-
see. Piedmont Rd. is so special to the Stevenson family and
Tom and I. Your kindness and concern was very much ap-
preciated.

Love, Donna Blair

Dear Piedmont Road Family:

Please accept my sincerest thanks for all your prayers
for my sister, Iris Norris. She is at home now, improving eve-
ryday, and doing remarkably well. Please accept our heartfelt
thanks for your prayers and loving concern for her. Iris is still
a wayward Christian, and so your prayers for her in this re-
gard would be greatly appreciated. We are very blessed to be
a part of the church at Piedmont Rd. Thank you for every
kindness and act of love that have been shown us in the al-
most five years of our being one of your ministers, and in our

details, check the bulletin board.
ne
B0y Shower  for Emily -
Richey and Rebekah! wWyae

Sunday, Dec. 6th at 2:30 %
in the fellowship hall.
Emily is registered at
Target and Babies ‘R Us.

Rebekah came home from the hospi-
tal on Tuesday, Nov. 17th!

Keep Them Coming...
Questions!!!
Submit your questions in the Question box i
the foyer for our monthly Q & A.
Neil will answer Bible questions the 4th Su

AGAPE 2009 Thanksgiving Appeal

This coming Sunday, November 22nd, is the
Thanksgiving Appeal day for Georgia AGAPE.
Every family is encouraged to come prepared to
participate in the special collection to support the
work of this ministry to provide homes for children
and to strengthen families. AGAPE depends upon
us for a great response. This year will be one of the
most challenging given the stressful economic con-
ditions we are facing. Please come prepared to
give generously in the Thanksgiving Appeal and
help AGAPE reach its goal of 8320,000! If you will
not be present this coming Sunday, you are encour-
aged to still participate by giving your contribution to
one of the elders, the church office or by mailing it
directly to AGAPE.
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CHURCH OF CHRIST
1630 Piedmont Road NE
Marietta, GA 30066
609920
770-971-9933
Fax770-971-4522
Office Hrs
Monday-Friday
9:00-4:00
Website:
lifeinChrist.com
E-mail Address :
lifeinChrist3@earthlink.net
Elders Deacons
Mike Adams Brad Burnette  Terry Moore Director—GSOP Evangelist
LeRoy Fogle Sim Christie Skip Slatton David Decker Neil Richey
Ben Golden Tim Feltner Daniel Ward . . o .
Mark Hoelscher John Golden Director-Marietta Campus Minister-Family Counsg
Lee Davis David Markwell
Sunday Tuesday The Scroll (609-920) is published weekly except
Weekly 9:30 AM Bible Study 9:30 AM Ladies' Workshop | | Pedmont Reac hurth of Chaer 1630 Pleaion
Calend o oo 7 eiesaey o e B £
a e“ ar 5:00 PM Worship 7:15PM Bible Study agdrgss changes to The Scroll, 1630 Piedmont
Road, Marietta, GA 30066.

Worship Assignments and Greeters

8 Bob Jenkins 1 Billy Biggers
Scripture Reading:

Sermon TopiAAM— The Coming of Jesus:
What the Church Should be Like”

November 22, 2009 Sunday Morning Sunday Evening
Announcements LeRoy Fogle LeRoy Fogle
Song Director Don Dangar Les Sandifer
Opening Prayer Ben Golden Tim Feltner
Closing Prayer Mike Adams Brad Burnette
Serve at the Table Mark Hoelscher Steve Lowe

Assist AM AM Ushers
5 John Golden 4 Richard Arnold Steve Binkley
6 Tom Tunstall 3 James Braswell David Reece

: . PM Ushers
7 TonyRobinson 2 David Craton Gene Mitchell
Mark Dale

2 Thessalonians 3:14-150hma Brown
Neil Richey

RPM“Questions and Answers” Neil Richey

Toddler Attendants Nursery Attendantk
Sunday Morning Sunday Evening Sunday Morning
Anna Golden Lindsey Whitehead Alicia Adams
Sara Harris Brenda Hicks Samantha Jaynes

Greeters—November 22, 2009

Bible Study West Sam/Noreda Carrington
AM Worship East Rhett Burrell/Brad Burrell
AM Worship West Richard Arnold/Ovid Harris
PM Worship West Don/Tami Dangar

Van Driver Blake Hoelscher770-704-0956

Open Building  November Richard Arnold

Close Building November Les Sandifer

Tuesday, November 24, 2009 Unable to serve?

Announcements/y . pichey Call Rex Burrell
Prayer

Song Director Larry Carter 770-427-7595
Devotional Derek Brown

Closing Prayer Zack Godfrey




