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“What Death Cannot Do”

By Neil Richey

     “Earth holds no treasures but perish with using, However precious they be; Yet there’s a country to which I am going: Heaven holds all to me.  Heaven 
holds all to me, Brighter its glory will be; Joy without measure will be my treasure; Heaven holds all to me.”

     There was a time in which the Lord’s disciples did not appreciate the meaning of these lyrics.  They thought true happiness was in the here and now, 
walking and talking with Jesus.  When the Lord told them that He was leaving, they were quite upset.  Jesus said, “Let not your heart be troubled: ye 
believe in God, believe also in me.  In my Father’s house are many mansions: if it were not so, I would have told you.  I go to prepare a place for you.  
And if I go and prepare a place for you, I will come again, and receive you unto myself; that where I am, there you may be also (Jn. 14:1-3; cf. Col. 3:1-4; 
2 Cor. 4:17,18). The key to getting through this life is thinking about living with the Lord in the next life.

     The point of this essay is not to talk about heaven specifically, but rather to deal with “life after death,” in general.  Let us observe that there are some 
things death cannot do.  We only want to deal with three items.

     Death cannot take away our ability to recognize.  Someone asks, “When I die, will I be able to recognize my family and friends, and will they be 
able to recognize me?”  The songwriter penned these words, “Beyond the sunset, O glad reunion, With our dear loved ones who’ve gone before; In that 
fair homeland we’ll know no parting: Beyond the sunset for ever more.”  What beautiful lyrics that imply recognition in heaven. But, we don’t want to trust 
these lyrics as an answer to the posed questions.  What does the Bible say?

     When the rich man and Lazarus were hurled into eternity, they were able to recognize one another (Lk 16).  The rich man no doubt saw this beggar on 
a regular basis begging for food which fell from his own table.  Upon their deaths, the beggar entered Abraham’s bosom, and the rich man went to tor-
ment.  “And in hell he lifted up his eyes, being in torments, and seeth Abraham afar off, and Lazarus in his bosom” (Lk 16:23). The rich man recognized 
both Abraham, and Lazarus.

     Death cannot take away our ability to remember.  From the same account of the rich man and Lazarus, we see that there is memory in eternity.  
“But Abraham said, ‘Son, remember that thou in thy lifetime receivedst thy good things, and likewise Lazarus evil things: but now he is comforted, and 
thou are tormented’” (Lk 16:25).  Abraham told the rich man to “remember”.

     Some will often ask, “Will I remember my wife/husband in eternity?”  Or, “Will we be married in eternity?”  Those are good questions.  With respect to 
remembering a spouse, the answer is yes — just like the rich man had memory of Lazarus.  However with respect to marriage in eternity, the answet is 
no.  Jesus said, “For in the resurrection they neither marry, nor are given in marriage, but are as the angels of God in heaven” (Mt 22:30).  It is helpful to 
understand that in eternity relationships will be altered, but not forgotten.

     Death cannot take away our ability to rejoice.  When the Lord talked to his weary disciples he said that you might be disappointed in my departure, 
but one day you will see me again.  When they do, notice what will happen.  “And ye now therefore have sorrow: but I will see you again, and your heart 
shall rejoice, and your joy no man taketh from you” (Jn 16:22).  This is rejoicing in eternity.  For you see, the next time the Lord comes, this world will be 
destroyed, and we will be changed, and will inherit our eternal reward.
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CHRISTIAN COUNSELING
     The COMPASS group is offered on
Fridays at 11:00. Christian counseling
is also available.

Interested parties may call 770-993-
9700 to schedule an appointment.    

The Sick and in Need of 
Prayers:
Rebekah Richey is gaining weight and doing better 
but remains in need of our prayers.  Also, continue 
to pray for Neil, Emily and Peyton.
Bill Higgins is at home now but remains very weak.  
Our prayers would be appreciated. 
Skip Slatton is undergoing more chemo treat-
ments.  Kim will have more tests and may not need 
more treatments.  Please continue to pray for them.
Jerry and Rose Hall’s son, Michael Robins , was re
-admitted to Kennestone last week with pneumonia 
and also has developed internal bleeding, please 
pray for him.
Iris Norris, David Decker’s sister, is now at Wellstar 
Rehab Windy Hill and hopes to go home in a cou-
ple of weeks.  She can have visitors now.
Kennedy Williams (friend of Pamela Branch) has 
returned home from Scottish Rite and is doing bet-
ter.  She is only 11 years old.  Please pray for her
Phyllis Richmond was able to be at worship on 
Sunday, but will have cataract surgery on her right 
eye in a few weeks.  Please pray for a successful 
recovery.
Darlene Livsey , Anna Golden’s aunt, is in the hos-
pital (ICU) in Colorado with acute respiratory dis-
tress syndrome and now has also been diagnosed 
with the H1N1 flu virus.  Please keep her in prayer.
Linda Feltner (Tim’s mother) is scheduled for a 
heart catherization at St. Thomas in Nashville.  
And, Tim’s grandfather, Graham Feltner , suffered 
a stroke recently—he is 92 years old.  Tim’s fa-
ther—James —needs our prayers while he cares 
for both his wife and father.  They live in Kentucky.
Trisha Blocker requests our prayers for her hus-
band, Tyrik , that he will return to the Lord’s ser-
vice.

Continue To Pray for:
The Richey Family (especially Rebekah), 
Brannon Prater, Nan Ballard’s friend, Shirley 
Glass, Ina Mae Hudson, Paul Dangar, Sarah 
Dangar, Connie Hoelscher, Billy Biggers, 
Louise Graves, Annette Linton and her son, 
Christopher, Polly Tunstall, Clay Williamson 
and his daughter, Fallon, Gertha Small
(Mattie Small’s stepmother), Kelly Tadeo and 
her twin sister, Kathy (cancer), the Hathcock’s 
daughter’s mother-in-law, Mary Stahl, June 
McCullough (Marcia Jaynes’ aunt), Bob Jen-
kins’ sisters (Eileen in CA & Arleen in AK), 
Doug Reed, Jr., Dianne Reeves (Carol Cra-
ton’s aunt), J.B. Stevenson, Marlin Connelly, 
Ginny Wheeler, Stacy Kimbal (Jessica White-
head’s co-worker), Ruby Gilliam , Melissa 
Ward’s grandmother and Cliff Ruhlman’s 
daughter, Ann Marie, Zhengchun Peng and 
Kim Brown.

Shut Ins:
Dorothy Barfield, Opal Sewell, Mickey Vines.

In the Military :
Jamie Robison and Shawn Crownover—Amanda 
Jordan’s brother.

Keep Them Coming…
                            Q & A!!! 
Submit your questions in the Question box in the 

foyer for our monthly Q & A.
Neil will answer Bible questions the 4th Sunday 

night of the month.

FYI—
Our own Jerry M. White has written a book 

and it was recently published.  Title: Moments of 
Mine (Poems on God, Family, Work and Life).  Jerry 
was to have had a book signing at Borders last Satur-
day(was postponed, new date will be announced 
soon) —Barrett Parkway— .

PANTRY NEWS
We are asking our L.I.F.E. Groups to bring 2 

specific items per month (items will change each 
month) to use in making up bags of food—along with 
what we now have on hand.  Starting immediately and 
through November, please follow this schedule:

L.I.F.E. Group #1 — Rice (1 lb.) and/or vegeta-
ble beef soup

L.I.F.E. Group #2 — Inst. Potatoes (1 lb.) and/
or chicken noodle soup

L.I.F.E. Group #3 — Spaghetti Sauce (32 oz.) 
and/or noodles (1 lb.)

L.I.F.E. Group #4 — Mixed Vegetables (can) 
and/or Spam

Reminder:  Please do not bring outdated foods 
or glass jars.

Questions???  See Sim Christie

WELCOME NEW MEMBER:
Trisha Blocker placed her membership 

with us last week.  She lives with her husband, 
Tyrik and her children: KJ, DJ, Dasia, Tyrik, Jr. 
and Michael at:  2415 Jim Owens Lane, Kenne-
saw 30152.  Phone:  678-401-8939.  We are 
happy to have the Blocker family here with us.

PLEASE NOTE:  Thanksgiving week —
our Bible Study will be held on Tuesday at 
7:15.  No Wednesday night service that week.



  
UPCOMING EVENTS   

�x PEW PACKERS — meet every Sunday at 5:00 pm before our 
worship service.  This is for ages birth through 3rd grade.

�x GRADES 4—12 AND PARENTS —Join us in the fellowship 
hall for a devotional following the p.m. service on Sunday, Nov. 
1.  After the devotional we will go to SteviB’s Pizza on Barrett 
Pkwy.  The all-you-can-eat meal includes salad, pizza, bread-
sticks and dessert for $6/adult ($7.50 with soft drink), and $5 
(10 and under).  See Sim or Brenda Christie with any questions.

For any questions about these events, please see a member of 
the Youth Committee.

UPCOMING EVENTS

�x L.I.F.E. Group # 1 will meet in the fellowship 
hall after morning worship for a covered dish 
meal this Sunday.  Our visitors are invited to 
stay and eat.

�x Visitation Team # 1, PLEASE NOTE: we will 
meet in the fellowship hall after the PM ser-
vice this coming Sunday for a finger food 
meal.

�x SENIORS:  A trip is planned to go to the Ap-
ple Orchard in Ellijay on Thursday, Nov. 5th.  
We will leave the church building @ 9:00 am.  
Please sign the list on the Welcome Center 
Desk if you plan to go.  Also, mark your cal-
endars for Friday, Nov. 13 for a Spaghetti 
Supper & Game Night.

�x LADIES DEVO/BRUNCH—Saturday, Nov. 7 at 
9:30 in the Fellowship Hall.  Noel Golden will 
be the speaker at this Saturday’s Devo.

THANK YOU NOTES:
Dear Piedmont Road,

I apologize for sending this note so late, but I 
wanted to thank the congregation for the wonderful gradua-
tion luncheon and the Bible dictionary that was given to me 
by the elders.  I appreciate all the hard work that went into 
the luncheon and the dictionary will be helpful for many 
years to come.

Sincerely, Michael Delvin

Thank you for your comforts and wishes at the re-
cent loss of my sister and the donation to Raintree Chil-
dren’s home in her memory.

Jim Hunter

Thanks to my sisters and brothers for praying for  
my son, Christopher, and myself.

Annette Linton

THE YAHOO GROUP
Join  TheYahoo Group to stay updated on con-

gregational events.
If you have any questions please email Neil at 

neilrichey@yahoo.com

AREA EVENTS

�x Macland Road church of Christ is spear-
heading a “Dorcas Day” on Saturday, No-
vember 21 from 7:00 am—noon.  For more 
details, check the bulletin board.

�x Please check the bulletin board for addi-
tional information concerning this event.

(Continued from the front page)

     By way of concluding this short essay, there is one more thing that death cannot do.  We mention it now in hopes that it will encourage us to 
make sure we are right with the Lord.  In death, our destiny cannot be altered.  Like with the rich man.  He wanted Lazarus to come with water so 
that his tongue might be cooled from the flames in torment.  Abraham told him that it was impossible.  For in eternity there is a “...great gulf fixed: so 
that they which would pass from hence to you cannot”, our destiny is fixed.  There will be no crossing over.     

     Death cannot take away our ability to recognize, remember, and rejoice.  At the same time, it cannot change our eternal destiny.  It is up to us to 
decide right now where we will spend eternity, while there is still time.  “(For he saith, I have heard thee in a time accepted, and in the day of salva-
tion have I succoured thee: behold, now is the accepted time: behold, now is the day of salvation.)” (2 Cor 6:2).

Daylight Savings Time ends on Sat-
urday night, October 31st at 2:00 a.m. 
Don’t forget to set your clocks back one 
hour before going to bed Saturday eve-
ning.  See you Sunday!

NEW ADDRESS:

David and Deborah Reece have a new ad-
dress:  820 Buffington Way, Canton 30115.  
Telephone:  678-771-8076.  Please update 
you pictorial directory and telephone list.
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November 1, 2009 Sunday Morning Sunday Evening
Announcements LeRoy Fogle LeRoy Fogle
Song Director Don Dangar Tim Feltner
Opening Prayer Terry Moore Mark Hoelscher
Closing Prayer Ray Harris Sam Carrington
Serve at the Table Chris Remias Chris Remias

             Assist AM
            

AM Ushers

5   Troy Golden 4   Gene Mitchell    Travis Dale

6   Tom Tunstall 3   Howard Key    Zack Godfrey

7   Earl Bryant 2   Blake Hoelscher     PM Ushers
   Billy Biggers

8   Mark Dale 1  Jerry White    Ohma Brown

Scripture Reading:    1 Corinthians 15:22-26   Claude Gillis

Sermon Topic: AM— “Rapture, Tribulation, Armaged-
don, 1000 yr. Reign: Are These the Final Days?”            
                          PM—  “Deborah:  Oh to Have a Su-
preme Court Judge Like That!”                       

Neil Richey

Neil Richey

                      Toddler Attendants Nursery Attendants
Sunday Morning        Sunday Evening Sunday Morning
Pat Hunter        Kathy Moore Kristy Sexton
Jennifer Hoelscher        Kim Brown Amanda Jordan

Greeters—November 1, 2009

Bible Study West    Travis/Melba Dale

AM Worship East Gene/Beth Mitchell

AM Worship West Ben/Noel Golden

PM Worship West Ohma/Angie Delvin-Brown

Van Driver Neysa Brown 678-777-5179

Open Building November Richard Arnold

Close Building November Les Sandifer

Wednesday, November 4, 2009 Unable to serve?
Announcements/
Prayer Neil Richey Call Rex Burrell

Song Director Brenden Winslett 770-427-7595

Devotional Derek Brown

Closing Prayer David Craton

Worship Assignments and Greeters

   Tuesday
9:30 AM  Ladies’ Workshop
   Wednesday
7:15 PM  Bible Study

Weekly 
Calendar

      Sunday
  9:30 AM  Bible Study
10:30 AM  Worship
  5:00 PM  Worship
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