I’'m My Heavenly Father’s Son

The God of the Bible is not harsh and vengeful toward His children. In fact, He is loving, gra-
cious, merciful, and anxious to give His children the very best. That, in point of fact is the
message of Matthew 7:7-11. Add to that, there is an exciting concept found in these few
words spoken by our Lord—the relationship between God and His people is that of a parent
to his children.

Here are three things that the Heavenly Father wants from His spiritual children:

He wants His children to press toward maturity (Mt. 7:7-8). Spiritual maturity does not mean
smooth roads, few obstacles, and minimal difficulty (Mt. 10:16-25). How can one develop
spiritual maturity? (1) Realize that even at your very best you’re going to make mistakes. (2)
Learn to “ask,” “seek,” and “knock.” James said, “Ye lust and have not: ye kill, and desire to
have, and cannot obtain: ye fight and war, yet ye have not, because ye ask not” (Jas. 4:2).

He wants me to look at Him as a Father (Mt. 7:9-11a). Jesus taught His disciples to refer to
God as “Father.” In this portion of the Sermon on the Mount, Jesus says to trust God as
“your Father.” God becomes my Father when I’m born again—having my sins remitted at
baptism, raised from a watery grave and added to His family (Acts 2:38; 2:47). As a child of
the Heavenly Father, I’'m now a recipient of His precious promises.

He wants me to appreciate that His greatness exceeds that of my earthly father (Mt. 7:11b).
Earthly parents struggle with rearing children—am | too easy on my children, or maybe I’'m
too hard on them. How do we strike a balance? The good news is that God never struggles
with this. His wisdom and perception is never dull. When struggling, always seek His help
first. The Good Book says, “According as his divine power hath given unto us all things that
pertain unto life and godliness, through the knowledge of him that hath called us to glory
and virtue” (2 Pt. 1:3).

What God really wants from me is the richness of a spiritual relationship where He is my Fa-
ther and 1 am His son. Is that the relationship you enjoy?

“And whatsoever we ask, we receive of him, because we keep his commandments, and do those things that are
pleasing in His sight.” (1 Jn. 3:22).



The Sick and in Need of

Prayers:

Peggy Boyd (Beth Mitchell’s stepmother), is re-
covering from recent surgery and our prayers
would be appreciated in her behalf. Her address
is: 24 E 9th St., Jasper, TN 37347.

Phillip Palmer (son of George and Pat) is having
some health issues and is undergoing tests in
Minnesota.

David Hester (Claire Scallion’s cousin) is gravely
ill in Warner Robins. His family is with him.
Prayers are also requested for his 86-yr. old
mother. David is only 57 years old.

Pat Hunter remained sick at home last Sunday.
Phyllis Rosenberg (friend of Ohma and Angie
Brown), has cancer and is now in hospice care.
Prayers are requested for her and her family.
Brenda Hicks’ mother (Gladys Carey) is recover-
ing from recent back surgery. She lives in TN.
Steve Binkley was sick last Sunday.

Our prayers are requested for the Williams fam-
ily—especially Delisa.

We are thankful that several of our members who
have been sick recently were able to be back at
worship last Sunday.

Continve To Pray for our Members:

The Richey Family (especially Rebekah), Sam-
mie Hathcock, Skip & Kim Slatton, Annette
Linton (and her son, Christopher), Ina Mae
Hudson, Paul & Sarah Dangar, Connie Hoel-
scher, Bill & Bee Higgins, Billy Biggers,
Louise Graves and Polly Tunstall.

Shut Ins:
Dorothy Barfield, Opal Sewell, Mickey Vines.

In the Military:

Jamie Robison and Shawn Crownover.
Continue to Pray for Members® Family/

Friends:

Carnel MacKenzie, Edna Carrington, Jerry
Dyer, Brannon Prater, Darlene Livsey (Anna
Golden’s aunt), Bob Jenkins’ sisters (Eileen in
CA & Arleen in AK), Ginny Wheeler (cancer)
(former member), Isabel Simmons (2-yr. old with
cancer), Julie Jones (the Halls’ daughter—
difficult pregnancy).

Pray for our Expectant Mothers:
Kasey Brown — due in April

“Therefore, as God’s chosen people, holy
and dearly loved, clothe yourselves with
compassion, kindness, humility, gentle-

ness and patience.” Colossians 3:12

CHRISTIAN COUNSELING

The COMPASS group is offered on
Fridays at 11:00. Christian counseling
is also available.

Interested parties may call 770-993-
9700 to schedule an appointment.

Will resume meeting Friday, January

ATTENTION: ALL MEN

ALL MEN OF THE CONGREGATION ARE
STRONGLY ENCOURAGED TO MEET
WITH THE ELDERS FOR A PLANNING
DISCUSSION ON SATURDAY, JANUARY
16TH AT 10:00 AM IN THE FELLOWSHIP
HALL. PLEASE MARK YOUR CALEN-

BAPTISM!

We rejoice with Hannah Sex-
ton at her decision

to put on Christ in

baptism last Friday

evening. Hannah is

the daughter of

Brian and Heather Sexton.
Send her a card to let her
know how happy we are for
her. Her address is: 237 Talk-
ing Leaves Ct., Acworth

EXCITING NEWS!!!

| |
| Daniel and Melissa Ward |
_are awaiting a new baby to join \
 Charley. Their baby is due in |
T July. Please keep
I |
| |
| |
| |

them in your prayers
as they 55 look forward
to this event.




%@ﬁ%, COMING EVENTS
N.

e L.LF.E. GROUP #2 LUNCHEON—
e PEW PACKERS — 5:00 PM each Sun- Sunday, January 10th in the fellowship hal
day afternoon before evening worship. after morning worship.

o« ELDERS, DEACONS AND PREACHER
For any questions about these events, please see a member MEETING — Sunday, January 10 at 3:3(
of the Youth Committee. pm.

e PM SONG SERVICE, Sunday, January
10th following the pew packers at 5:00 pm.

ALL PARENTS AND CHILDREN

IN GRADES 1 — 12 of our Bible| ## # s drde e de s e dedede g s e e e e o

¥ TEACHERS’ BANQUET—
School program are encouraged to| = ¢, day, January 23 at 6:30 pm

stay after evening services on Sun-| in the fellowship hall.” Jerrie Barber wil
day, January 17 for a finger food| .. provide entertainment for the evening.

meal, a time of devotion and a dis-| i Please RSVP to the church office;.
4 Or sign the sheet on the Wel- &

X X X X %

cussion of plans for our Education|’ come Center Desk if you plan toy
Program. ¥ attend. ¥
¥ ¥
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COMING SOON!!

January, 2010:
Saturday, January 23 — Teachers’ Banquet — 6:30 pm

February, 2010:

Saturday, February 13 — Sweetheart Banquet
Friday, February 19 — Ladies Night Out
Friday & Saturday, February 26 & 27 — Teachers’ Workshop

March, 2010:
Saturday, March 13 — Youth Rally — Theme: “Built Lord Tough”

: Keep Them Coming...
Q and A!!! ;
{ Submit your questions in the Question box in the
ATTENTION: ALL MEN yfoye% for our monthly Q and A.
i Neil will answer Bible questions the 4th Sunday
New Commitment Forms (Worship Area) night of each month. :
are available at the Welcome Center
Desk. Please fill out a new form indicat-
ing the area(s) you are willing to serve. Preaching the Gospel—James Watkins
Turn in the completed forms to Sim WATC-TV—Channel 57—7:30 A.M.—Saturday#
Christie or to the office.
Thank you. In Search of the Lord’s Way—Mac Lyon & Phil

Sanders
WATC-TV—Channel 57—7:30 A.M.—Sundays
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Worship Assignments and Greeters

January 10, 2010
Announcements

Song Director

Sunday Morning
Ben Golden

Chris Remias
Opening Prayer LeRoy Fogle
Closing Prayer Sim Christie

Serve at the Table Derek Brown

Assist AM
5 DanielWard 4 Mark Hoelscher
6 Tim Feltner 3 Mike Adams
7 Dino Drain 2 Brad Burnette

8 John Golden 1 Tom Tunstall

Scripture Reading: Numbers 14:6-9

Sermon TopiAAM— Living Life, Well Above the Aver-

age: It Takes Vision ”
RMvonthly Sing Night”

Toddler Attendants
Sunday Morning Sunday Evening
Lindsey Whitehead

Brenda Hicks Neysa Brown

Sunday Evening
Ben Golden

Les Sandifer
Jerry White

Dino Drain
Murray Sandifer|

AM Ushers
Rex Burrell

Mark Dale

PM Usher
Gene Mitchell

Rhett Burrell

Noreda Carrington

Neil Richey
Les Sandifer

Nursery Attendants

Sunday Morning
Alicia Adams

Samantha Jaynes|

Bible Study
AM Worship
AM Worship
PM Worship
Van Driver
Open Building

Close Building

Wednesday, January 13, 2010
Announcements/

Prayer
Song Director
Devotional

Closing Prayer

Greeters—January 10, 2010

West Sim/Brenda Christie
East Mark/Connie Hoelschgr
West Dino/Kelly Drain

West Rex/Paulette Burrell
Daniel Ward ~ 770-424-3039

January Travis Dale

January Chris Remias

Unable to serve?

Neil Richey Call Rex Burrell

Larry Carter 770-427-7595

Neil Richey

Rex Burrell




